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Study Board Goal

• House Joint Resolution No. 47

• “RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That 
the Joint Commission on Technology and Science (the Commission) 
be directed to study the safety, quality of life, and economic 
consequences of weather and climate-related events on coastal areas 
in Virginia.”



Summary of Progress to Date

At Last Update in November:

• Formed study board (Spring and Summer 2020)

• Five full board meetings to date (Fall 2020)

• Report outline drafted (Fall 2020)

Since Last Update in November:

• First draft of report (Winter 2020/2021)

• Four additional full board meetings (Spring 2021)

• Board conducted multiple rounds of edits to report (Spring 2021)
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Report Outline

• Executive Summary

• Chapter 1. The Elements of Climate Change

• Chapter 2. Current Impacts on Virginia

• Chapter 3. Future Impacts on Coastal Urban Areas

• Chapter 4. Future Impacts on Coastal Rural Areas

• Chapter 5. Perspectives for Decision-Makers

• Chapter 6. Recommendations



Chapter 5. Perspectives for Decision-Makers

• Goal is to provide perspective and context for important aspects of 
coastal flooding and resilience

• Sections include the following topics …
• Taking a Statewide View

• Responding in a Coordinated Proactive Way

• Engaging a Multiplicity of Funding Sources

• Embracing Innovation



Chapter 6. Recommendations

• Exact reccomendations are being finalized. 

• General categories for recommendations are …
• Coordination and Collaboration
• Policy and Procedure
• Research and Development
• Economic Innovation and Incentives

• Goal is to recognize efforts already underway, while identifying a 
roadmap for building on and strengthening these efforts



Next Steps and Timeline

• Wrap up report editing (goal is May 17)

• Report then goes to designer

• Digital (PDF) version of report to JCOTS (goal is May 31)

• Hard copies to JCOTS once printing is completed (in June)


